Aromatization: important for testosterone's developmental influences on the neurocircuits mediating cervically stimulated prolactin secretion in the female rat.
Adult female rats treated neonatally with testosterone or estrogen fail to respond to cervical stimulation with episodic prolactin release. The developmental action of testosterone is inhibited by co-administration of 1,4,6-androstatriene-3,17-dione at a dose sufficient to inhibit the testosterone-induced rise in estrogen receptors in limbic brain cell nuclei. These data suggest the importance of aromatization for testosterone action.